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ridiculous if you like. But I still maintain that we
must take broad views of these matters, and that the
position adopted is substantially correct, if you take
long enough periods of time. Every man in the long
run by pursuing his own Good does contribute also
to the Good of others."

" Well/' I said, anxious to keep the argument to
the main point, " let us admit for the moment that it
is so. You assert, then, that everyone's Good is
distinct from everyone else's, and that there is no
common Good; but that each one's pursuit of his own
Good is essential to the realization of the Good of
all the rest"

"Yes," he said; "roughly, that is the kind of
thing I believe."

" Well, but/' I continued, " on that system there is
at least one thing which we shall have to call a
common Good."

" And what is that ? "

"Society itself! For society is the condition
indispensable to all alike for the realization of any
individual Good ; and a common condition of Good
is, I suppose, in a sense, a common Good."

" Yes," he replied, " I suppose, in a sense, it is."

" Well/' I said, " I want no larger admission.
For under 'society' what is not included ! Sanction
society, and you sanction, or at least you admit the
possibility of a sanction for every kind of common
activity and end; and the motives of men in
undertaking these common activities become a
matter of comparative indifference. Whatever they
are consciously aiming at, whether it be their own
Good, or the Good of all, or, as is more probable, a